The School at Cuckfield 


illustrated by 
Joanne Stanbridge 





In November 1528. about a dozen of "the 
most honest and substantial inhabitants" of 
Cuckheld (Sussex, England) met with the 
vicar, the rector and others to set up a 


school im the village 


Among them were several of my ancestors 
including Lhomas Stanbndge, John 
Chaloner and his son kKdmund Mitchell, 
and others. 


l hese are some ol the rules they arecw Up 


lor the runmne of the school, 
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: 


lhe lrustees. rector etc. shall 
administer the lands of the school and 
pay the schoolmaster £10 yearly from 


the profit. 








The schoolmaster shall hold his office for 


life subject to good behaviour. 


He shall teach grammar after the usage 
of the Grammar School at "Eaton next 
Windsor." 


He shall keep those hours of learning as 
near as he can, attending at the school 
between 25 March and 29 September 
from 6 a.m. to 6 }). ETL. and the rest of the 


year from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


He shall Sel) at least three Masses eve4nry 


week. At every Mass. before he washes 
his hands he shall say "De profundis" and 
shall pray especially by name for the souls 
of Wilham Spicer and of his father, 
mother and friends, and also for all the 
benefactors of the school and for all 
Chnstian souls: and that he shall find at 
his own cost bread, wine and wax fo! 


these Masses. 


The scholars shall say 
"De profundis" every 
day betore leaving the 


schoolhouse and = shall 


pray for all the souls and 


benetactors aforesaid. 





If the s¢ holars he kept from the school by 


the plague, the schoolmaster shall take 
miles of Cuckfield. 


If despite three warnings the schoolmaster 


continues to misbehave. he shall be 


dismissed and a new man appointed. 


If a schoolmaster resigns, the vicar and 
rector shall install an able man until a new 
schoolmaster can be appointed and pay 


him as they think fit... 





. but, if the school lacks any master 
at all tor three months, that then the 
school income shall be duistnbuted 
amMmonesi the pe MOT of Balcombe NOTE 


+ 


De Profundis is Psalm 30. 
It begins, “Out of the depths 


I cry to you, O Lord; Lord, 


hear mv voice!” 


The schoolboys would have 
said it in Latin: 
"De profundis clamavi ad te, 
Domine: Domine, exaudi 


vocem mecam." 
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East Sussex Keecoreds (thee rast deeds of 
[Guckheld| school, and legal papers 
connected with the reorgamsation of the 
schoolin #44. Par S01/25/1, | November 
1528. [Excerpts from] copy [1718] of 
agreement bebween (a) Wilham Spicer, clerk, 
parson of Balcombe, (b) the Master, Fellows 


Cambridge, and {c) Ninian Burrell, clerk 
wicar of Guckheld, and John Mitchell, sen., 
John Ghaloner, John Ward, John Pont, 
Richard Hever, bdmund Michell, Gerard 
Holcombe, Stephen Board, | ol if Beac hely, 
[homas Stanbndge, Richard Burtenshaw, 
John Michell, jun., and John Beach, all of 
Cue kell Manor of Redsto le in Reigate iid, 
Surrey, ol the yearly value of /°5, lately 
pure hased of Vhomas Michell, pent. {a} to (c) 
and their heirs cS rustees. 


(oOve;r: Ldapied from the bookniate of Prof. Pholo Chk. 
fd lhe Schoolmastes 
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